"The God Questions” (#3 of 15) Pastor John Gregg
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"Consider it pure joy whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work
so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything. Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial,
because when he has stood the test, he will receive the
crown of life that God has promised to those who love
Him." James 1:2-4,12 (p. 854)
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Top 10 Reasons we have problems in
our lives.....

1. Living in a Sin-affected world causes problems

2. Personal sin causes problems

3. To produce patience

4. To build Character

“And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that
addresses you as sons: ‘My son, do not make light of the
Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when He rebukes
you, because the Lord disciplines those He loves, and He
punishes everyone He accepts as a son.” Endure hardship
as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is
not disciplined by his Father? If you are not disciplined
(and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are
illegitimate children and not true sons. Moreover, we have
all had human fathers who disciplined us and we
respected them for it. How much more should we submit
to the Father of our spirits and live! Our fathers disciplined
us for a little while as they thought best; but God
disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his
holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but
painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained
by it.” Hebrews 12:5-11 (p. 852)

5. To nurture humility
6. To deepen trust in God

7. To display the work of God

"His disciples asked Him, '‘Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?' 'Neither
this man nor his parents sinned,’ said Jesus, 'but this
happened so that the work of God might be displayed
in his life."™ John 9:2-3 (p. 758)

8. To purify our life as Christ-followers
9. To Withess to others
10. For UhKhOWN reasons

God is more committed to our

clcvclopmcnt than to our com{:ort




